       Central Northeast Denver Education Questionnaire

Denver Public Schools wants to know what education programs families and residents in central northeast Denver find valuable and may like offered in their area schools. The results will help shape future school planning. DPS has partnered with the Stapleton Foundation on this project. 
This survey takes five-ten minutes to complete. It is anonymous. PLEASE, ONE QUESTIONNAIRE PER FAMILY. Contact information will be separated from your answers. Demographic information is collected only for diversity of respondents. Questionnaire also available at www.StapletonFoundation.org, on Lifelong Learning page. 

1. What are the ages of the children living in your home? 

1 ____


4 ____


          
7 ____                    10 _____  
2 ____


5 ____


           
8 ____

  11-13 _____

3 ____


6 ____



9_____
  14-18 _____

2. Please circle your neighborhood/zip code: North/Northeast Park Hill, 80207; South Park Hill/East Montclair, 80220; Stapleton, 80238; Other_________________________
3. If your children attend DPS, which school(s)?: _______________________________
4. If no, where do they attend? _______________________________________________

5. Briefly explain concerns about nearby schools or DPS that keep you from enrolling or reenrolling your child in DPS. _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
6. What characteristics make “a good school” or are factors in choosing a school? Please rank your preferences 1,2,3,4 etc. Use same number rank multiple times if appropriate. 
____ a. Successful school program (i.e. traditional, Expeditionary Learning, arts)

____ b. School with a variety of electives (performing/visual arts, foreign language, P.E.)    

____ c. School leadership (principal)

____ d. Quality of teachers

____ e. Extra academic support and tutoring

____ f. Quality special needs services (gifted and talented, special ed.)

____ g. High CSAP scores (state standards tests)

____ h. Parent involvement

____ i. Socio-economic and/or racial diversity

____ j. Student achievement

____ k. Before/after school programs (arts, sports, academic clubs, Kaleidoscope Corner)

____ l. Quality facilities

____ m. Convenient location

____ n. Size (small or large)

____ o. Other:____________________________________________________________






(OVER)
7. Below are different school models and educational approaches. Rank your preferences 1,2,3,4 etc.  Use the same number rank multiple times if appropriate.
____ a. A school that focuses on the fundamentals of reading, writing, math and science;

____ b. A school with classes in two languages so that all students become bilingual;

____ c. A school with academic rigor, focus on the arts (i.e. Denver School of the Arts);

____ d. A school that serves the diverse needs of gifted and talented children;
____ e. A school with a rigorous and structured academic program that is standardized across the country and world (i.e. International Baccalaureate);

____ f. A school that offers “hands on,’’ in-depth, experiential learning opportunities and community projects (i.e. Odyssey Charter School);

____ g. A school with multi-age classes, much learning is self-directed (i.e. Montessori);

____ h. A school that specifically strives for a racially and economically mixed enrollment, with strong academic focus, and celebrates diversity through its curriculum;
____ i. A K-5, K-8, high school or a feeder system of schools covering K-12 that offers core subjects with an emphasis on science and technology;
____ j. A high school that focuses on all students going to college;
____ k. Other: ___________________________________________________________.
8. DPS guarantees students a spot in their neighborhood school. That assignment method can fill up a school and eliminate it as a “choice’’ option for children outside that neighborhood. With that kind of trade off for choice, is it important to you to have a guaranteed spot in a neighborhood school?  

Very important _____ Somewhat important _____ Not very important ____ Unsure ____ 

9. How would you react if DPS eliminated both enrollment boundaries and a guaranteed spot in your neighborhood school and made all schools “choice schools,” requiring all students to choose a school because of its program or other factors?

Positively _____ Somewhat positively _____ Somewhat negatively ____ Opposed _____ Not strongly either way _____
10. OR what would you think of a cluster of schools in a geographic area, such as central northeast Denver, where your child would have a guaranteed spot after making a choice?

Very good idea ____ Good ____ Not strongly either way _____ Not good at all ______
Demographic questions

11. What is the highest level of education by the adults in your home? Please indicate the number of adults at each level.

Less than high school _____   Some college ________         College degree __________
High school/GED       _____
Assoc./Tech degree ____
Some post grad  work _____








Post graduate degree   _____
12. What is your household income?

 $15,000 and below____ $25K-$35K _____  $55K-$75K _____ $100K-$150K     ____
$15K-$25K            ____  $35K-$55K _____  $75K-$100K_____$150K-and above____
13. What is your race or ethnicity? (Check all that apply)

White/Anglo____



Asian/Pacific Islander_____
Black/African American_____

Native American_____
Hispanic/Latino_____



Other ___________________







Prefer not to answer_____
14. Would you like to be on a contact list to receive information and/or learn of opportunities to get involved in education issues affecting northeast Denver?  
Name(s)______________________________________Phone:_____________________

________________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________ E-mail: ____________________

Students/parents: Please return the questionnaire to your teacher or school office, or:

Return to: Adey Woldeamanuel, Stapleton Foundation, 7350 E. 29th Ave. #300, Denver, CO 80238; fax: 303-393-6805; 303-468-3227; adey@stapletonfoundation.org.
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